Living Outside the Grey
(Discipleship 201 - Week 6 - Student's Guide)

(Hebrews 12:1) We talked before about the difference between a sin and a weight.  If sin is black and purity is white, then weights would be the grey areas in our life. They may not separate us from God in the way that sin does, but they still affect our relationship with Him.  To demonstrate this principle, we are going to talk about one of the biggest "grey" areas there is.  Here's the question...Is it a sin to consume alcohol?
Didn't Jesus make wine in John 2 for his first miracle?

The short answer here is yes, but to really understand the answer to this, we need to understand a few things first.  There are five words used in the Bible that we translate as the word "wine."  Any time we read "wine" in English it could be any of these five words.  The first three are Hebrew (therefore found in the Old Testament) and the last two are Greek (therefore found in the New Testament).
1. Yayin - _____________________________________________________________________________
2. Tirosh  - ____________________________________________________________________________
3. Shekar  - ____________________________________________________________________________
4. Oinos  - _____________________________________________________________________________
5. Gluekos - ___________________________________________________________________________
(John 2:1-11)  In the passage of Jesus turning water into wine, the word for "wine" is oinos.  This doesn't really tell us anything, so we need to look deeper into the scriptures.  (Matt 5:17) Given that Jesus came to fulfill the law, not abolish it, let's look at what the Law says.  (Hab 2:15)  Based on the scriptures we just read, is it likely that Jesus gave alcoholic wine to people who were already becoming drunk?
(Proverbs 20:1, Deut 32:33, Proverbs 31:4-5, Proverbs 23:19-20, Proverbs 23:31-35)  Here's where it gets "grey."  In these scriptures, did you see anything forbidding a person from drinking a small portion of alcohol (provided they didn't get drunk)?  Based on these same scriptures, what do you think is God's opinion of alcohol?  Rabbinical Literature, wine is called “yayin” because it brings lamentation and wailing.*

Here are some more things to keep in mind about biblical wine.  They did not drink pure wine (like we have today).  That was considered “strong drink” and it was looked on as “barbaric” to serve that kind of wine to a guest.  Wine was usually mixed with water.*  The strongest it was usually served was 3 parts water and 1 part wine.  It could be served as weak as 20 parts water and 1 part wine.

Are there any clearly defined "black" areas about alcohol?
(Leviticus 10:8-10, Ezekiel 44:21)  We are forbidden from consuming alcohol while doing ministry.  If God forbids consumption of alcohol while we are representing Him, it gives us a great clue as to how God feels about it.  God does not want alcohol to be associated with Him.  When God talks about the special vow of commitment to Him (the vow of the Nazarite) He makes sure to include wine and anything that even looks like wine.  (Numbers 6:1-5)
 (Ephesians 5:17-18)  We are not to get drunk.  In this command, though, we find a grey area.  At what point is a person drunk?  Can anyone see the danger here?  If a person dances around the line, they will eventually cross it.  The only clear line we see in the Bible is that we are to be sober minded (1 Corinthians 15:33-34), so it can be assumed that "drunk" according to the Bible means that your mind is not functioning the way it was before consumption of alcohol.  This most likely includes "getting a buzz."

There was one exception to all this.  (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23)  Alcohol was allowed to be used as __________ in a time where there was no better alternative.  They also didn't have the kinds of filtration systems we use for water, so often it was safer to drink wine with a little alcohol to kill the bacteria in the water.

When we deal with "grey" areas, here are the questions we really need to ask ourselves.  If we know God doesn't like it, are we showing Him love by doing it?  If your husband, wife, or friend told you they were offended by a certain shirt you wore, how would it affect your relationship to deliberately wear that shirt afterwards?  Would it end the relationship?  Probably not, but it would hurt it.  This is what happens when we allow weights into our lives.  They may not necessarily end our relationship with God but they will hurt it.  Weights keep us from living the life of freedom we were meant to live.  These areas can also be dangerous because you don't know who will follow you into them and they might not be as good at walking the line as you are. (1 Cor 10:23-24, 8:9)
*(1901 Jewish Encyclopedia vol. 12, p. 533)
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