Baptism In The Holy Spirit (Part 1)
(Discipleship 201 - Week 8 - Student's Guide)

(Acts 2:1-4) If you were to ask the average pastor what the difference between a pentecostal church and a non-pentecostal church is, they would probably list speaking in tongues as one of the major differences.  Basically, we get the word "pentecostal" from the word ____________, which is the day that people were first baptized in the Holy Spirit and began speaking in tongues.  No matter your stance on tongues, keep in mind that it does not affect one's salvation.  It was a gift given during spiritual baptism and nothing more.
While not everyone will agree about speaking in tongues, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is an essential pillar in the faith of pentecostal (or charismatic) churches.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is first recorded as happening on the day of Pentecost and is shown several other times in the scriptures. In most of these cases, the first evidence that this has happened was that the person began to speak in tongues.  (Assign Acts 10:44-47)  Regardless of what your personal beliefs are about tongues, there is no disputing that the Bible talks frequently about them in the New Testament.  Before we dive into what tongues were in the Bible, let's get a few things out of the way first.

#1: Tongues were         nonsensical____________
This is not to say that tongues didn't sound like nonsensical gibberish to others.  After all, any language people don't know sounds that way.  That is different, though, from actually being gibberish.

#2: Tongues were never________________________________
Nowhere in the Bible was anyone taught how to speak in tongues.  It was always spontaneous and given only after that person was baptized in the Spirit.
So, what are tongues?  Biblically, we find three kinds of "tongues" talked about in the Bible.  These are very different from each other and each has a distinct purpose.  Let's talk about these.

Tongue #1 - Instantly becoming _________ in _____________________________
Often this tongue is tied to missionaries who suddenly start speaking the language of the natives they are ministering to without the need of a translator.  This is the type of tongue described in Acts.  Its purpose was meant for sharing the gospel message and calling people to salvation.  These tongues were a sign to unbelievers  (1 Corinthians 14:21-22).
Tongue #2 - A personal prayer language meant for private prayer

This is the only tongue that was used in prayer.  It was meant to be used to edify oneself.  (1 Corinthians 14:4)  It was a personal prayer language and was meant for personal prayer.  This tongue was never meant to be spoken to others or used to pray over people.  (1 Corinthians 14:2, 14:6, 14:18-19 & 14:39-40)
Tongue #3 - A language that must be ________________
This was the only tongue permitted by members of the church body that were not the one giving the message.  This type of tongue was from God to the church and was done through the tongue and then an interpreter.  If there was no interpreter, people were out of order in service by speaking tongues out to others.  (1 Corinthians 14:5 and 14:27-28)  This was strict guideline that Paul gave to the church in Corinth who spent their services praying in tongues to the confusion of anyone else who came in.

What does your church teach about the use of tongues today?
(John 14:16-20, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tongues are not necessary for salvation, so it is possible to peacefully disagree with their use in the modern day church, however the Bible makes clear that they can be a powerful tool to spread the gospel, edify yourself, and edify the church.
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