The Flood And The Age Of The Earth
(Apologetics - Week 4- Student’s Guide)

(Genesis 7:18-23)  If there is one thing besides a ton of faith that the theory of evolution needs, it's a ton of time.  When we ask them how a tiny bunch of particles came together to form such complex creatures, they reply that it just took a lot of time.  Evolution teaches that over time things will evolve to become more complex, more organized, and more fine tuned.  This flies in the face of an established law of science, called entropy.  This law, which is one of Isaac Newton's, states that over time, things become more disorganized and chaotic.  More time only leads to more chaos and breakdown.

Most estimates are around __________ years old.  That's really old!  This is especially true when you figure that, using biblical genealogies, most experts place the earth at around _______ years old.  This is the reason many evolutionists call Christians crazy, so let's look at the evidence and see what it says.  The way scientists date rocks is by determining how old the fossils are that are in them.  They date fossils by determining how old the rocks are that they are found in.  This actually gives the archaeologist freedom to pick the highest number he can get out of the dating methods he uses.
There are two main methods used for dating.  The one we are most familiar with is 14C (Carbon 14) dating.  This method was developed by a man named Dr. Willard Libby.  Let's go over the basics of this system.  It's actually quite simple.  We can test things that are alive today to find out how much 14C is in them.  If we know that something living has a certain amount of 14C and we know that it takes 5,730 to lose half of it, we can just test how much is 14C is in a rock or a fossil and do the math to see how old it is.

For this to work, though, we have to make a really BIG assumption.  We have to assume that the decay rate of 14C has always been the same.  In other words, we have to assume that 14C is leaving rocks and fossils at the same speed and has always done so.  An interesting note here is that Dr. Willard Libby showed two things with his research.  First, it takes about _________ years for a planet to reach equilibrium where the 14C decay rate is steady.  Second, the earth has not yet reached equilibrium.  
The other method of dating is called radiometric dating.  It works on much the same principle as 14C dating, only it tests for other elements like uranium and potassium.  The problem here is the same as it was with 14C dating.  It assumes that the decay rate has always been the same.  It also assumes that the results have never been contaminated.  Because of such contamination, the less than 50-year-old lava flows at Mt. Ngauruhoe, New Zealand yield a rubidium-strontium “age” of 133 million years, a samarium-neodymium “age” of 197 million years, and a uranium-lead “age” of 3.908 billion years!
The dating systems we talked about are greatly altered by "tremendous tectonic activity," or activity in earth's outer crust.  (Genesis 7:11)  Under the part of the earth we live on, called the crust, there are great amounts of water.  These split open the ground and water rushed out of the earth itself.  This would definitely qualify as "tremendous tectonic activity."  So, if the earth is indeed thousands and not millions of years old, how do we explain all the multiple layers of earth that represent several eras piled up on top of each other, how do we explain all the fossils we have found?
The best explanation for what we see in the fossil record is actually a worldwide flood as described in the Bible.  Let's paint the scene.  The earth opens up even before the rain starts and the sea levels begin to rise.  The water start moving inland as it rises.  Animals living in those areas flee the area toward high ground where Noah and his family wait for God to send the animals for the ark.  Above water, there is rain and waves and below the water is total destruction.  Layer after layer of sediment is being washed over everything and buries animals and plants alive.  Every test we do to date the earth cannot account for how drastically everything was  affected by this catastrophic event.
There are several things that point to the Bible's account of the flood.  Let's go through them.  First, we have records of several cultures around the world documenting a worldwide flood.  Second, we have found seashells on top of mountains.  Third, if all the layers represented millions of years, we wouldn't have trees that go through several of them, yet we do have trees buried like that.  Fourth, we have many, many fossils that have been found completely intact.  This happens as a result of something called "rapid fossilization" where a creature or plant is buried in sediment and water completely intact.  If this didn't happen, scavengers would have picked apart the bodies and we wouldn't have them the way they are.
The earth certainly isn't billions of years old...at least not if you objectively look at the evidence.  Ultimately, the flood answers many, many questions about the so called age of the earth and the Bible still seems to be the best explanation of the evidence we currently have at hand.
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